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WILLIAMS COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART PRESENTS
CRITICAL ENCOUNTERS: COLLECTING CONTEMPORARY
PHOTOGRAPHY

AUGUST 4 — DECEMBER 16, 2007

WILLIAMSTOWN, MA—THE WILLIAMS COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART (WCMA)
PRESENTS CRITICAL ENCOUNTERS: COLLECTING CONTEMPORARY
PHOTOGRAPHY, NOW ON VIEW THROUGH DECEMBER 16, 2007. THIS
EXHIBITION FEATURES 48 PHOTOGRAPHS, BOTH FROM THE MUSEUM'S
PERMANENT COLLECTION AND FROM NEW YORK BASED ART CRITIC PHYLLIS
TUCHMAN. Ms. TUCHMAN WILL SPEAK AT WCMA ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23 AT
4:30 PM ON HOW SHE AMASSED SUCH A BROAD COLLECTION OF CONTEMPORARY
PHOTOGRAPHY ON A BUDGET. MsS. TUCHMAN HAS DISCOVERED THROUGH THE
YEARS THAT “WHEN YOU’RE PUTTING TOGETHER A COLLECTION, EVERYTHING
COMES WITH A STORY.” HER PRESENTATION PROMISES TO BE RICH WITH
PERSONAL ANECDOTES. THIS IS A FREE EVENT AND ALL ARE INVITED TO

ATTEND.

CRITICAL ENCOUNTERS: COLLECTING CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHY
ASSEMBLES SOME OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OF THE
TWENTIETH AND TWENTY-FIRST CENTURIES, DEMONSTRATING THE BREADTH OF
Ms. TUCHMAN'S EYE FOR CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHY AND HOW A SMALL
PRIVATE COLLECTION CAN BE COMPLEMENTARY TO A MUSEUM'S COLLECTION. A
SELECTION OF WORKS IN THE EXHIBITION ARE INTENDED AS FUTURE GIFTS TO
THE MUSEUM IN HONOR OF DEBORAH ROTHSCHILD, SENIOR CURATOR OF
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MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART AT WCMA, WHO IS RETIRING ON OCTOBER
1.

Ms. TUCHMAN’S COLLECTION INCLUDES PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICHARD
BILLINGHAM, WHO WAS SHORT-LISTED FOR THE TURNER PRIZE IN 2001;
WOLFGANG TILLMANS, A GERMAN PHOTOGRAPHER KNOWN FOR HIS
INVESTIGATION OF THE ABSTRACT FOUND IN AN ORDINARY DAY; CINDY
SHERMAN, ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHERS TODAY;
AND JUSTINE KURLAND, A YOUNG MEMBER OF WHAT TUCHMAN DESCRIBES AS
THE YALE SCHOOL. ALSO INCLUDED IS ANNIE LEIBOVITZ, WHOSE CURRENT
SHOW, ANNIE LEIBOVITZ: A PHOTOGRAPHER’S LIFE IS CURRENTLY ON AN
INTERNATIONAL TOUR. GREGORY CREWDSON IS REPRESENTED IN THIS
EXHIBITION FOLLOWING WCMA’s 2006-2007 EXHIBITION DRAWING ON
HOPPER: GREGORY CREWDSON/EDWARD HOPPER, WHICH ENDED IN APRIL.
ADDITIONALLY, THIS EXHIBITION FEATURES RENOWNED CAMP PHOTOGRAPHER
YASUMASA MORIMURA, AS WELL AS HISTORICALLY IMPORTANT PHOTOGRAPHERS
SUCH AS EUGENE ATGET AND HANS NAMUTH.

THIS EXHIBITION MELDS WITH WCMA'’S MISSION TO PROVIDE A TEACHING
FACILITY FOR THE STUDENTS OF WILLIAMS COLLEGE. BY INTEGRATING THE
MUSEUM'S PERMANENT COLLECTION WITH THESE RECENT GIFTS, WCMA Is
ABLE TO SHOW HOW TUCHMAN'S PROMISED GIFTS ADD DEPTH AND RESONANCE
TO ITS PRESENT HOLDINGS. IT ALSO DEMONSTRATES HOW LIVING WITH ART
ADDS TEXTURE TO ONE'S DAILY DOMESTIC EXPERIENCES. Ms. TUCHMAN
ASSERTS “BESIDES LUCK AND CONFIDENCE, YOU NEED TO BE AT THE RIGHT
PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME. YOU MUST TRUST YOUR HEART. IT’S LIKE FALLING IN
LOVE.”

PHYLLIS TUCHMAN’S PROLIFIC CAREER INCLUDES NUMEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS
TO JOURNALS SUCH AS ART IN AMERICA, ART NEWS, ART JOURNAL AND
SMITHSONIAN, AS WELL AS EXHIBITION CATALOGUES DAN FLAVIN (NATIONAL
GALLERY OF ART, WASHINGTON, DC, 2004), MINIMALISM (CHICAGO 1989),
MARK DI SUVERO (STORM KING ART CENTER, 1985), AND MOST RECENTLY
LARRY POONS (NEW YORK, 2007). ADDITIONALLY SHE WROTE GEORGE SEGAL
(ABBEVILLE PRESS, 1983), A COMPREHENSIVE BOOK ON THE ARTIST, MAKING
HER ONE OF THE LEADING EXPERTS ON THE SCULPTOR’S WORK. HAVING
CURATED TWO IMPORTANT SHOWS “SIX IN BRONZE” IN 1984 AND “BIG LITTLE
SCULPTURE” IN 1988, TUCHMAN IS AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTOR TO THE
WILLIAMS COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART. IN ADDITION TO THIS, SHE LECTURED
FOR SEVERAL YEARS IN THE ART HISTORY DEPARTMENT AT WILLIAMS
COLLEGE. SHE RECEIVED THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS CRITICS
GRANT AND WAS A VISITING NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES
FELLOW AT PRINCETON UNIVERSITY. CURRENTLY, TUCHMAN LIVES IN NEW
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YORK CITY WHERE SHE IS COMPLETING HER DISSERTATION, THE RISE OF
MINIMALISM: ANDRE, FLAVIN, JUDD, LEWITT, MORRIS, AT THE INSTITUTE OF
FINE ARTS, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY.

DR. DEBORAH ROTHSCHILD’S MOST RECENT PROJECT, MAKING IT NEW: THE
ART AND STYLE OF SARA AND GERALD MURPHY 1S CURRENTLY ON VIEW
THROUGH NOVEMBER 11, 2007. HER EXHIBITION WILL TRAVEL TO THE YALE
UNIVERSITY ART GALLERY (FEBRUARY 26-MAY 4, 2008) AND THE DALLAS
MUSEUM OF ART (JUNE 8-SEPTEMBER 14, 2008).

PROGRAMMING

THE WILLIAMS COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART WILL CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF
ALL OF ITS FALL EXHIBITIONS WITH A SEASON PREMIERE PARTY, TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 25, FROM 4:00 TO 7:00 PM. ADDITIONALLY, WCMA WILL HOST "A
CRITIC COLLECTS: AN INFORMAL CONVERSATION WITH PHYLLIS TUCHMAN'" ON
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23 AT 4:30 PM. BOTH EVENTS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC.

WILLIAMS COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART

THE WILLIAMS COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART IS OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH
SATURDAY, FROM 10 A.M. TO 5 P.M., AND ON SUNDAY FROM 1 TO 5 P.M.
ADMISSION IS FREE AND THE MUSEUM IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE. CONTACT:
SUZANNE A. SILITCH, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS AND EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS, 413.597.3178.
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